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REF: NEW DELHI 15714 

1. THE NEW DELHI PRESS NOVEMBER 26, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 
CPI'S DAILY, "PATRIOT," DEVOTES LESS ATTENTION TO BANGLADESH 
THAN IN PREVIOUS DAYS. THIS MAY, HOWEVER, BE DUE TO A LACK OF 
MATERIAL. THREE OF THE SIX OF THE CAPITAL'S MORNING PAPERS 
NOVEMBER 26 COVER THE MEETINGS OF PRESIDENT SAYEM’S SPECIAL 
ASSISTANT, A. SATTAR, WITH POLITICAL LEADERS IN SMALL FRONT 
PAGE ARTICLES (DACCA 5818). SEVERAL PAPERS RUN STORIES ALREADY 
CARRIED IN OTHER DAILIES NOVEMBER 25 IN INSIDE PAGES. 
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2. "PATRIOT'S" NOVEMBER 26 FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE READS: "DIVISION 

IN TANK FORCE COMPLETES DACCA ARMY RIFT." THE ARTICLE, DATELINED 
CALCUTTA. SAYS THAT THIS DEVELOPMENT WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE 
"LAST COUPLE DAYS" LED TO A SERIES OF MEETINGS OF THE MARTIAL 
LAW ADMINISTRATORS. THE TANK FORCE IS DESCRIBED AS HAVING BEEN 
THE "MOST SOLID STRONGHOLD OF THE PRESENT MILITARY REGIME," AS 
"MOST OF THE MURDERERS" OF MUJIB BELONGED TO IT. DIPLOMATIC 
CIRCLES IN CALCUTTA ARE SAID TO BE RECEIVING REPORTS THAT "A 
STRONG SENSE OF SUSPICION PREVAILS AMONG THE PEOPLE OF CHIT- 
TAGONG ABOUT THE ARRIVAL OF THREE US SHIPS." THE SHIPS ARE SUS- 
PECTED OF CARRYING ARMS. "PATRIOT" REPORTS, DESPITE THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOB THAT THEY WERE CARRYING WHEAT. THE 
VESSELS WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN OFF-LOADED UNDER HEAVY ARMED 
GUARD AT THE "DEAD OF NIGHT" NOVEMBER 17, 18, AND 19. A LARGE 
NUMBER OF WOODEN CRATES. NOT USUALLY USED TO TRANSPORT WHEAT, 

WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN UNLOADED. 

3. THE CONGRESS-R UNOFFICIAL DAILY, "NATIONAL HERALD," IS 

THE ONLY DELHI PAPER NOVEMBER 26 TO EDITORIALIZE ON BANGLADESH. 
COMMENTING ON MRS. GANDHI'S SPEECH TO PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NOVEMBER 24 (REFTEL), THE "HERALD" SAYS: "AS SHE HAS POINTED OUT, 

THE GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION IN NEIGHBOURING BANGLADESH IS AN 
INDEX OF THE KIND OF TURN THINGS COULD TAKE IN INDIA IF THE 
GOVERNMENT LOWERED THEIR GUARD. HOWEVER, HER MAIN OBJECT IS 
NOT SELF- JUSTIFICATION BUT TO AWAKEN THE NATION TO THE DANGERS 
IMPENDING AGAINST IT FROM MORE THAN ONE DIRECTION. TO THE EAST, 

THE UNSETTLED CONDITIONS IN BANGLADESH ARE A REAL THREAT IN 
MORE SENSES THAN ONE. FIRST. THE UNREST COULD PROVE INFECTIOUS 
AND CROSS THE BORDER. SECOND, THE EMERGENCE OF AN UNFRIENDLY 
REGIME THERE WOULD DIRECTLY THREATEN PEACE IN THIS COUNTRY. 

BUT BY FAR THE MOST UNWELCOME DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE THE EMERGENCE 
OF A REGIME THERE SPONSORED BY A BIG POWER WHICH COULD FACE 
THIS COUNTRY WITH A MAJOR POLITICAL AND SECURITY PROBLEM." 

4. DELHI PRESS CONTINUES SILENT ON IMPLICIT ANTI-INDIAN ASPECTS 
OF GENL RAHMAN'S NOV 23 SPEECH IN DACCA. 
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